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The Triumph of Faith, or it's Viflory over the World, with 
Encouragement is Perſeverance, and Diſſuaſiun {rom 
Failing, ſet forth in the joliowing Diſcourſe or Lecture, 
be/ore CONFIRMATION. 


1ſt. Epiſtle of Sr. JOHN, v. 4. 


THIS IS THE VICTORY THAT OVERCOMETIH THE WORT. p, 
EVEN OUR FAITH. 


Young Men and Maidens! 


K Now ye this, That the life of)a Chriſtian, is a ſpi- 

ritual warfare; the devil, the world, and the fleſh, are 
all againſt us; whilſt the moſt dangerous is the «<verld, 
without which, neither the dew//, nor the eb could have 
3 any 
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any power over us, to hurt us. To conquer this muſt be 
our chiefeſt care; which we ſhall be only able to do, by 

following the Apgle's directions, not to love it, nor the - 
things that are therein; for, if ye love the world, the 
love of the Father is not in you: but whatſoever is born 
of, that is, loveth God, overcometh the wẽaorld; and this 1s 
the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. 

So that, as I am now chiefly concerned, (by monition 
from the Biſhop,) to inſtruct you who are deſirous of Con- 
firmation, thereby taking upon yourſelyes the ſolemn vow 
made by ſureties at your baptiſm, I hold it not improper 
to point out to you, ſuch brief and practical directions, as, 
if duly followed, may, with God Almighty's gracious 
bleſſing upon your endeavours, prove effectual towards the 
attainment of that primitive holineſs, and perfection of 

virtue, which become the truth and purity of the Goſpe/; 
when ye will not need Sunday Schools, where the Clergy 
/ are reſident, and will do effectually their perfect work. 
| To which end, I ſhall conſider the nature and extent 
of that duty, which is emphatically tiled, the victory that 
overcometh the world, even our faith; which done, it may 
be uſeful to add ſomething concerning works; for as the 
body, without the ſpirit, is dead; fo faith, without works 
is dead alſo, | 

The duty which we call faith, or a firm and ſettled 
belief of all the articles of the religion under which we 
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were born, and into which, we were in our infancy baptized, 
is no more than the anchor of our hope, our ſhield and buckler ; 
the horn alſo of our ſalvation, and our refuge: for if we 
truſt there is a God, and rely upon him; if we believe his 
providence, and are convinced that the chriſtian doctrine is 
no new thing, and are heartily ſatisfied of God's future 
trial of all our dvings, to reward or puniſh us as our 
actions have deſerved, then will our faith enable us to 
overcome the world, and to haye victory. 

But if we rely not on God, and bring wavering and 
doubtfulneſs with us, and profeſs ourſelves his ſervants, 
(more becauſe it is the cuſtom of the country we live in, 
and becauſe many do ſo too, than upon any mature and 
deliberate conviction of mind,) we do but deceive our- 
ſelves, having a form only, of godlineſs; when the true 
reaſon why we are any of us, either wicked or licentious, 
or indifferent, is, becauſe we do not firmly believe the 
word of God, and his promiſes; though he is not a man, 
that he ſhould lie, nor the ſon of man, that he ſhould re- 

nt. 

It is of courſe, I fear, too many of us profeſs and call 
ourſelves chriſtians, without ever conſidering the intent of 
the new covenant, which has little, or no influence upon 
us; whilſt, did we firmly all believe, and confide in it, 
and as ſincerely truſt the divine promiſes, as we are will- 


ing to make the 2wor/d belieye we do, by openly profeſſing, 
—_—_ 
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and adiering to the Vu; we ſhould ſoon find it as diffi- 
cult to hear of a man, whoſe actions ſhould give 1:13 words 
toe lie, or his lite be unfuitable to luis profeyzom, as to hear 
Che duputing whether there were an Hell, or no, Whilſt 


he were actually tormented im the famcs thereof. 


And whatever pretences any of us may make to deceive 


 6thers, yet unleſs our belief and faith be well grounded 


and eſtabliſhed in us, it will be impoſitble we ſhoul4 per- 
ſevere in well-doing; for the cares of the evr/d and it's 
deccitfulneſs, the ſolicitations of pleaſure, and the love of 
other things, will prevail over us, and ſeduce us into /n; 
wlzich nothing but the love of God, can ever conquer, or 
a {rue faith overcome. 

This ther is the victory that overcometh the «<vor/d, 
even our faith: ſo that if we would do our duty to any 
good purpoſe, we mult deſpiſe the 2world and it's vanities, 
nd ſet our affections on 1hings above: when, how hardly 
ſhall we then be tempted with the love of this wwor'd, 
whilſt our hearts and affections, and all the faculties of 
Gur ſouls are there fixed, where true joys are to be found? 
Yea, how very difficult a thing will it then be, for any of 
us to love the world, whilſt our ſreaſure is in heaven; 
where neither moth nor ruſt doth corrupt, and which 
thieves cannot break through to ſteal ! or, how ſhall we be 
enticed with the temptations that beſet us, when we have 
ſo glorious and inviting a ſcene before us, of what, nor eye 


hath 
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hath ſcen, nor ear hath heard, neither hath it ever entered 
into the heart of man fully to conceive. | 

To attain, however, ſuch a faith as this, and to have 
our deſires ſatisfied about heavenly things, it muſt be our 
_ firſt care, ſeriouſly to conſider the works of Gd, and the 
end of his making and creating all things, viſible and in- 
viſible, together with the purpoſe for which they were 
made; the glory of God, and our own future, as well as 
preſent happineſs; or, to what end, think ye, doth re/1g10n 
ſerve? what good will our devotions do us? or what be- 
nefit in living ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in this pre- 
ſent wworld. | 

If we are ſatisfied indeed of this, and know the will of 
God, it is our buſineſs to do it, to practiſe it, and to fulfil 
it; to live according to thoſe rules which he hath ſet us, 
and taught us; which, however heavy and grievous wicked 
men may think them and find them, are yet all of them 
very light and eaſy to be borne; ſo that none, who hath a 
true and lively farth in Chriſt, but will gladly wear his yoke, 
and bear his burden; knowing this, that it is not every one 
that calleth himſelf a chr/tian, that faith, Lord, Lord; that 
openly acknowledges only, the divinity of the Son of God, 
ſhall be ſaved; but he that doeth the will of God, that 
believeth in him, feareth him, and keepeth his command- 


ments. 
If ye then, (my /itile flock,) know theſs things, happy 
B 


are 
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are ye, if ye do them! but faith without works, is dead: 
and it is as much your duty to practiſe, as to learn, believe, 
and underſtand what the will of the Lord is; which prac- 
tical part, incumbent on you, and every one of this hou/e- 
hold of faith, is to be performed of us, by a religious and 
holy life; for we ſhould be all good in deed, and perſever- 


- ance; always behaving ourſelves moſt devoutly towards 


God, and with the profoundeſt veneration of mind poſſible, 
ſeek all opportunities to do Him ſervice; and not offend 
wilfully in any one point; for that, ſaith an Apoſtle, ſhall 
render us guilty of a//. 

So too, if we would bear his croſs, and come after 
Chrift, and make him our Saviour, we muſt forego all 
wordly pleaſures, and not be afraid of what man can do 
unto us; endeavouring always, with all our might, to do 
as he did, who came into the world, to fave finners; who 
did juſtly, loved mercy, and walked humbly with 516 
God, in the days of his fleſh, bearing all things, believing 
all things, hoping all things, enduring all things: 

When, unleſs we all peremptorily, that is, poſitively 
determine, and reſolve with ourſelves, to do as he did, who 
hath ſet us the example of true obcdience, our outward 
marks of holineſs, and faith, will be but vain, making us 
juſtly liable to a fool's paradiſe, whoſe excellency mounteth | 
up unto the heavens, and whoſe head reacheth unto the 


clouds; yet is his joy, but for a moment. 
80 
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So that if Chriſt's example fires us, and we love to copy 
fo good a pattern, and are delighted to follow his footſteps, 
to walk in the way he leadeth us, we ſhall then be meet 
for God's kingdom, and duly qualified to give a fair, and 
_ juſt reaſon of the hope that is in us; confeſſing our faith. 
openly, and publickly before God in the congregation ; the 
which, ye are ſhortly all to do, who have entered your 
names, and wiſh to be confirmed next Wedneſday, at St. Toes; 
ſince the end of Confirmation is, that ſuch, (who have in 
their infancy, been admitted members of Chriſt's Church, 
by reaſon of ſureties, who then promiſed for them, that 
they ſhould renounce the devi and all his works, the 
pomps and vanities of this wicked warld, and all the ſin- 
ful luſts of the „leb; that they ſhould believe all the arti- 
cles of the chriſtian faith and keep God's holy will and 
- commandments, all their lives) may then, and there, take 
upon themſelves, that promiſe, by open and expreſs con- 
ſent that they will hereafter live, and act, and believe as 
was promiſed for them at their bapti/ms. 

And whereas the nature of Confirmation is ſuch, that it 
obliges us in our own names and perſons, to live in the 
true faith and fear of Chriſt, and to fulfil our engagements 
with him in a ſtri& and conſcientious manner, (releaſing 
our godfathers and godmothers.) All who are defirous of it, 
that expect a bleſſing from God, muſt before all things ac- 


quaint themſelves with the end and reaſons of it, by re- 
membering 
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membering, as I truſt ye will, (my voung men and maidens,) 
that are now going to take upon yourſelves to perform all 
the duties of your ſeveral chriſtian callings, to confirm 
whatever your ſureties promiſed for you in baptiſm, by 
renouncing the d;w// and all his works, the pomps and va- 
nities of the world, and all the ſinful luſts of the e,; ſtand- 
ing firm in the belief of the ſecond, or new covenant, and 
never be aſhamed or afraid to own, and confeſs the faith of 
Chri/? crucified ; but that ye will now and evermore, do the 
work of chriſtians, by obeying the commandments of God, 
and perſevering in the ſame, to your lives end. 

Ancieatly, every one that was baptized, was taught to 
look upon himſelf as entering into ſo folemn an obligation 
of religion, that, if after that great and ſacred vow, he 
ſhould fall into any wilful and known fin, it would not be 
forgiven him, but upon a proportionably great and long re- 


| Fentance: and the ſame reaſon holds now, why every one 


of you, who, by Confirmation, dedicates himſelf to the ſer- 
vice of God, and makes publick profeſſion of his being a 
diſciple and follower of Chr;/t, as ye ſhortly will, ſhould 


Took upon himſelf as entering into ſuch a ſolemn obligation, 


as ſhould make him exceedingly fearful of falling for the 
future, into any great or heinous /in, the guilt of which 
will be extremly encreaſed by being committed after ſuch 
repeated vows and promiſes, to the contrary : if indeed, 
through ignorance or ſurprize, ye ſhould fall from your 


ſtedfaſt- 


(9 ) 
ſtedfaſtneſs, to do wickedly, following your own inven- 
tions, (or the multitude, to do evil,) not conſidering, that 
iz, not knowing ye do amiſs, ye ſhall be beaten with yet 
ſiripes; but when once ye have actually made publick pro- 
feſſion of your belief in God, the Father, Son, and holy 
Gt, and have folemnly declared to do that which is 
right in the ſight of the Lord; if ye will ſtill, however, 
do thoſe things which are diſpleaſing, and offenſive to the 
Almighty, what reaſon have ye to expect forgiveneſs, or, 
that ye ſhall not be beaten with many ſtripes ? h 

The determination of the blefled Jeſus, is point blank 
againſt you; and the ſentence pronounc'd againſt all ſuch 
ſinners, who act wickedly, in oppoſition to their own better 
knowledge, is, They ſhall be beaten with many ſtripes : 
when he that knew not his Lord's will, and did things 
worthy of ftripes ſhall, and was only beaten with few 
Atripes; but he, who did know his Lord's will, and did 
things worthy of fripes, was, and ſhall be beaten with 
many ſtripes: yet this is no reaſon, ſurely, as ſome fooliſh 
people have imagined, why any one ſhould negle&, or 
put off, being confirmed; though there are, it is to be 
feared, many people who neglect it, even upon this ſcore, 
as it ſeemeth, they do another mighty privilege of Chr;//;- 
anity, the Supper of the Lord; for though God hunſelf 
commands them to partake of it, to do this ceremony of 
religious worſhip in remembrance of him, their Saviour, 


C | their 
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their Syferer, and their God; yet how rarely will the ge- 
nerality of his children do it; ſome not at all, and there 
are others, who ſo ſeldom do it, as to ſhew they care not 
much about it, whether they come or not; like the men 
in the Goſpel, who went to their Farm, and to their er- 
chandize, rejecting the kind, and royal invitation: but how 
ſtrangely do all tuch deceive themſelves, and thew the 
world that they be in error, and that they are only wicked 
or evil, continually ; when they can have no one reaſon- 
able excuſe for their neglect, but preſumption, the very 
worlt of fins, againſt which we ought daily, and hourly to 
pray with holy David, that it get not the dominion, or do- 
mination over us. 

And as there can be no one reaſonable excuſe, why 
men ſhould omit doing their duty, eſpecially that ſolemn 
branch of it, which our Saviour has commanded us to do, 
in remembrance of Hm; ſo neither muſt we omit being 
confirmed, or taking upon ourſelves that ſolemn promiſe 
of a godly converſation, which was made for us by our 
fureties in holy baptiſm: yet, neither are we to do 2417s, but 
with care and preparation, to know what 1t 1s we are 
about, and in what manner it is to be done; when we 
muſt be in carneft, deſicous of it, and with a pure heart, 
a firm faith, and an obedient mind, receive it; or, what 
benefit, think ye, can poſſibly ariſe to us, by being con- 


firmed? we may deceive the 2wor/d, it is true, and put a 
. cheat 
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cheat upon our bre/hren therein, whilſt God will neither be 
mocked, nor deceived by the very wiſeſt of the fons of 
men; he knoweth the very ſecrets of all out hearts, and 
there is nothing hid from God's eyes, which are in every 
place, beholding the evil, and the good! when they that 
have done evil ſhall go into everlaſting puniſhment ! but 
the righteous into life eternal. Wherefore, let all thoſe 
(and eſpecially do ye, my little ones) who are deſirous of this 
duty, come willingly to it, with a thorough hatred of your 
ns, with a ſtedfaſt reſolution of amendment, a full truſt in 
God's mercy, and a ſtrong conviction of his goodneſs, which 
verily awaiteth all thoſe who truſt in him, to experience 
ſooner or later, what the apo/le aſſureth us, that, this is the 
victory that overcometh the ard, even our faith! 

Grant, O heavenly Father that all, and every one of us, 
here preſent, may both faithfully hear, and receive, and live 
according to thine holy word! that, among the manifold 
changes and chances of this mortal liſe, our hearts may 
ſurely there be fixed, where true joys are to be found! 

And to thoſe that ſhall be confirmed, that are deſirous of 
being ſo (eſpecially to every candidate, here aſſembled) give 
thy grace, and heavenly benedictian, that, at the general re- 
ſurrection in the laſt day, (when the ſecrets of all hearts 
ſhall be diſcloſed) they, together with all thy faithful peo- 


ple, may be found acceptable i in thy fight, and receive that 
blefling 


©... 


bleſſing which thy 4vell-be/aved Son ſhall then pronounce 
to all that love and fear thee; ſaying, Come ye bleſſed 
children of "Father, receive the kingdom prepared for you, 
from the beginning of the world! Amen. | 
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ST. LUKE ix. 62. 


NO MAN HAVING PUT HIS HAND TO THE PLOUGH, AND 
- LOOKING BACK, IS FIT FOR THE KINGDOM OF GOD. 


Men and Brethren ! 


E neceſſity there is of doing all diligence in the way 

of godlineſs, of endeavouring to act agreeably to the 
precepts of that religion, under which we were born, (and 
into which, in our infancy, we were moſtly baptized,) by 
working out our ſalvation with fear and trembling ; none, 
who is at all converſant with the ſcriptures, none who can 
read, mark, learn, and inwardly digeſt them, can make any 
doubt of; for there is ſcarce a page in holy writ, that does 
not furniſh us with abundant exhortation to act agrecably 
to all God's commands; to fulfil the ſame, to our lives end: 
neither is it our ſaying, Lord, Lord, to the bleſſed Jeſus, 


nor calling God, cur Father, that will fave us; but he that 
endureth 


(- 16) 


endureth unto the end, the ſame ſhall be ſaved : that is, 
not every one who calls himſelf Chriſt's diſciple, not every 
one who openly profefles his belief in God the Father, Son, 
and holy ghoſt, not every one who receives God's word with 
zladneſs, and, for a time, diligently obeys and keeps it ſhall 
be meet for God's kingdom; but he only, who by patient 
continuance in well doing ſeeks for glory, and honour, and 
immortality, and does unweariedly maintain his reſolutions, 
and in the midit of the greateſt temptations, preſerveth his 
integrity, and is fincere, and faithful to the end, ſhall be 
ſaved; ſor no man, having put his hand to the plough, and 
looking back, is fit for God's kingdom. 

In further treating which words, I ſhall chiefly addreſs 
myſelf to thoſe young men, and maidens, who by Confirma- 
ion, have ſet their hands to the plough, thereby taking 

upon themſelves their hap?! ifmal vow and promiſe, and en- 
_ liſting under his banner, who is the alone Saviour of us all 
(there being none other name under heaven, given unto 
nen, whereby they may be ſaved, but only the are of our 
Lerd Jeſus Chrift,) earneſtly exhorting them to be diligent 
in their vocation and calling, to hold Faſt their profeſſion, 
without wavering, to continue Chrrf?s faithful foldiers and 
 fervants, to their lives end; fince he, and he only, who 
endureth to the end, ſhall be ſaved, to have an entrance 
opened unto him, into the Z1ngdom of henven. 

Moreover, as ye (my younger brethren,) who by Confir- 

nation, 
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nation, have juſt willingly, of gour own deſires, publickly 
put your hands to the plough, thereby truſting to be made 
fit partakers of God's kingdom, that ye may not look back 
again, or fall from your preſent fted/aftneſs, ye muſt before 
all things perſuade yourſelves of the neceſſity, the ſafe ne- 
ceſſity of perſeverance, by continuing faithful to the end, 

therwiſe, your being confirmed, your profeſſing and calling 
yourſelves chriſtians, "will be of no uſe, no real advantage 
to you; for, not the hearers of God's lat, no, nor the pro- 
feſſors of it neither, are juſt before God, but the doers of it 
ſhall be juſtified: 

And if holy men of old, thought it their duty, to live 
holily and godly, from the time of their baptiſm, to the 
hour of their death, what ſhall excuſe you the younger, Or 
us, the elder ones, eſpecially in the neglect of it? or where 
ſhall any of us, or you find a ſatisfactory, ſufficient plea for 
wilful omiſſions, as enormous tranſgreſſions againſt God, 
our neighbours or our ſelves ? is not God, the ſame yeſterday, 
to day, and for ever? and are not his laws immutable? . 

So that, old or young, we have all the ſame reaſon to be 
obedient as they had; to live holily, uprightly, and godly 
in this preſent world, and are not to be aſhamed to confeſs 
the faith of Christ crucified, dead and buried, but muſt every 
one of us, fight manfully under his banner, againſt in, the 
world and the devil, thoſe very worft enemies of all good 


chriſtians, who hear the word of Cad, and keep it: yet, 
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neither the greateſt zeal, nor warmth of devotion, will be 
of any ſervice to us, unleſs it alſo work in us ſuch a laſt- 
ing diſpoſition and frame of mind, as will for ever keep 
us ſtedraſt, immoveable, always abounding in the work of 
the Lord, (both Gd and man,) and performing our duty 
to m, not in word only, but in deed, and in truth. 

Ii ye will, however, content yourſelves to do a part 
only of your duly, or like a broken bow, frequently ſtart 
aſide from it, and with the h, will return again often 
to your former filthy practices, will ſtop in your courſe, 
and ſurceaſe any good reſolutions, your belief and prac- 
tice will be but vain, cauſing God to plague you with ſun- 
dry kinds of diſeaſes and deaths; when they that run in a 
race, run, (or ſhould run) a//: but it is not they which 
run, neither they which ſet out in the way of godlineſs, 
who begin in Bapliſin, or by Confirmation, to obey the 
commandments of God, that ſhall obtain a bleſſing, but 
they only that continue the race, and perſevere unto 
the end, to do the will of God in all things, that ſtrive to 
fulfil the whole law in Chr fe ſus; yet, it is to be feared, 
and do not we almoſt daily ſee it, or hear of it? moſt pro- 


feffed chriſtians in the world, (and too many it may be, of 


opr own communion, as well as other,) are but too apt to 
contentthemſelves with barely beginning well, with barely 
entering upon their religious calling, without ever coming 
to the end of their hope ; and if now and then, they do a 


work 


1 


work of charity, and abſtain from ſin, for a ſeaſon, if they 
appear here, (in God's Honſe,) on the Lord's day, when they 
have little elſe to do, they are perfectly ſatisfied they run 
ſafely, and that they cannot miſs of their reward: yet, how 
ſtrangely do all ſuch lukewarm worſhipers of God, deceive 
themſelves? when, if they only ſet out well in beginning 
the race of gyd/ineſs, without continuing in it to the end, 
their thus running, and labouring, and fighting, will but 
ſerve to their defeat ; when, inſtead of conquering, they 
themſclves, muſt be vanquiſhed ; mult all finally, become 
caſt-aways. 

Neither is it a bare and formal deteſtation of fin; it is not 
our faintly interrupting a life of wickedneſs and vice, by a 
ſhort-lived courſe of repentance, for our paſt offences and 
tranſgreſſions, it is not our being religious by ſtarts and fits 

only, that will entitle us, that will lead us to ſalvation, and 
happineſs hereafter, but a firm, a conſtant, a perſevering 
courſe of piety and godlineſs, a labour of love, and full pur- 
poſe of dhing good; otherwiſe, we ſhall not die the death 
of the righteous, nor have our laſt end like his. 

Whilſt, if we would enter into //fe, we muſt all keep 
the commandments; muſt do hrs in remembrance of him: 
ſo that, although upon hearing ſome affecting diſcow ſe or 
lecture, (at a funeral moſt probabl y,) ſome among you, (my 
friends,) for a time, will reſolve to amend your ways, and 
your doings, and will turn unto the Lord our God, beſeech- 
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ing him to pardon and forgive you your treſpaſſes; yet, how 


very ſuddenly, for the moſt part, do all ſuch purpoſes va- 
niſh, and paſs away too commonly, like the morning dew ; 
and ye grow cold and indifferent, like thoſe, who behold- 
ing their natural face in the glaſs, preſently forget what 
manner of men they were! when all ſuch pious intervals 
as theſe, in the houſe of mourning, or elſewhere, turn ſel- 
dom, very ſeldom to any better account, than to make us 
miſerable, to add weight to our ſorrow for our wickedneſs, 


for our ſin: and it had been better, ſurely, for every one of 


us, of this houſeho!d of faith, not to have known the way of 
righteouſneſs, not to have began well, than after we have 
known it, have been taught it, and entered thereon, to ſur- 
ceaſe our reſolutions, and turn from God; for if in this life 
only, we have hope in Chr/?, we are, and muſt be, of all 
men, moſt miſerable ; neither, if we will not be content to 
do God's will in all things, nor perſevere in the ſame, 
though Moſes and the prophets tell us it is our duty, ſhall we 
be purſuaded, though one roſe from the dead; and our latter 
ah will be worſe than our beginning. 

Know further (my people,) that all that is required of 
us here, (in this ſtate of trial and probation,) in order to 
happineſs hereafter, 1s to be ſtedfaſt only in our calling, a 
chriſtians, to play the men, and do our duty with a willing 
mind, and perſevere in the ſame, ſo long as a moon endur- 
eth, before we go hence, and are no more ſeen, which we 

have 


6 


5 have all promiſed, we will do, and have accordingly put 

our hands to the plough, to do the will of God, our Maler, 
Creator, and Preſerver : we muſt therefore, and I truſt, ye 
(my /i/tle ones,) will all hold the beginning of your con- 
fidence ſtedfaſt unto the end; for, your having been en- 
lightened by baptiſm, and the preaching of the word, your 
having taſted of the heavenly gift, and been made partak- 
ers of the holy ghoft, by impoſition of hands, (being very 
lately confirmed by our biſbap,) will be ſo far from "aſcer- 
taining you of happineſs, that, if ye fall away after having 
been made partakers of fo great privileges of our church, 
there then remaineth no more ſacriſice for fins, but x certain 
fearful Tooking for of judgement, and fiery indignation, 
which ſhall devour the adverſary, (every one bving „that 
hath evil will at Zion.) 

This, (my friends,) leadeth me further to ſhew the ne- 
cefſity there is of your reſolving to make religion the main 


ſcope of all your actions, the chief buſineſs of your lives; 


when one great reaſon indeed, why it is not in this age 
ſo generally ſought after, and embraced by us, (except by 
ſome illiterate, enthuſiaſtic wanderers, as well as by too 
many ſtationary ones, among us, ) as it was in the more ear- 
ly, and purer ages of chriſtianity; when it was happily, 
the reigning principle that wholly ruled and governed the 
lives of its firſt, and beſt profeſſors, is, becauſe very few, 
will fo receive the word of God into their hearts, as to 

F ſuffer 


; 
| 


( 22 ) 


ſuffer their actions to be influenced by it, or with che 
Beræans, daily ſearch the ſcriptures, to be informed whe- 
ther theſe things are ſ%; and fewer ſtill, (I /ear,) who, 
(though they know it is their duty) will be perſuaded to 
ſeek, fir/t the kingdom of God and his righteouſneſs 5, truſting 
that all other things, as well fp:ritual as temporal, thall ho 
added unto them; making veligionm, not their h, but fre- 
quently their laft care, ** laſt buſineſs and concern; 
when, inſtead of ſetting their affections altogether on 
things above, they too commonly, and too induſtriouſly 
ſeek thoſe that are be/ow; eagerly employing themſelves 
to heap up riches, and cannot tell who ſhall gather them; 
thinking themſelves ſufficiently religious, if they ſpend 
but ſome ſmall portion of their lives in the outward and 
ceremonious parts of divine worſhip: but if religion be as 
much a duty now, and a conſtant perſeverance in well do- 
ing be as neceflary for us chriſtians, as it was for thoſe 
who are gone before us, and are at reſt; -whoſe ſalvation 
is ſealed in heaven; if the happineſs propoſed to us be the 
il ſame, for which they ſo carneſtly contended (who, for 
| | i the joy that was ſet before them, gladly underwent the 
4 trial of cruel mockings and ſeourgings, and confiſcation 
of goods, and death itſelf,) ſuch ſlight and careleſs endea- 
vours of the preſent age, can be of very little uſc; for un- 
leſs we are, in the main, religious, (however honeft men we 
may be,) we cannot hope to be ſaved, 
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To make veligion then our chiefeſt care is our bounden 
duty, and to fulfil the /aw of God is the alone condition 
of eternal happineſs; and Chriſt being our leader, it is our 
buſineſs, our only buſineſs to follow after where he him- 
{elf is gone before, who went about doing good; and ſo 
long therefore as God permits us to live in this Woria, ſo 
long as he ſuſfers us to breath in it, we ſhould all do juſtly, 
love mercy, and walk humbly before him, reckoning that 
the ſufferings of this preſent time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory that ſhall be revealed in us. 

But neither ſhould we withdraw ourſelves from it, to 
ſpend our time in a moping melancholy, or retire within 
| thoſe walls, (as the Catholics do,) whoſe only inhabitants 
are of the enthuſiaſtic kind: for, how ſhall we be more 
truly religious there, (confined in a convent) than by living 
ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly with our brethren in the 
world. . 

Were that indeed the only mean given us, whereby to 
work out our happineſs, our eternal ſalvation ; were that 
the only road to heaven, to God's houſe, where there are 
many manſions, it would be our own fault, our own ſooliſb- 
neſs, not to walk in it and retire from the world, the pre- 
ſent ſcene of action, to lead a ſolitary life of holineſs and 
virtue: but if religion be an open pleaſure, and her paths 
no ſecluded peace; if ſhe doth not make priſoners of her vo- 
| N nor confines their perſons, nor locks up their under- 
ſtandings, 
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Hundlings, neither ſhall we be thought wanting in our dy 


if we abhor retirement, and live with our brethren in the 
World, who have all one common n father with ourſelves, and 
ſtand in need of afliſtance : for ſurely, it is one main branch 
of duty, to do all the good we can to our fellow creatures; 
which is not in therr prever, who forſake them, and fly 
from them; who, altogether quit the 2, and their bre- 
thren therein. 

Since then, beſides our ſccular concerns, we may al- 
ways be employed in doing good, to the honour of God, 
and for the benefit of all his creatures, telling forth his 
praife with gladneſs, and declaring the wonders he doeth 
for the children of men — 

Let me only add, that, to make s thus far our 
chiefeſt care openly in the world, among our brethren of 
this houſehold of faith, eſpecially to make it thus, before all 
other things, our greateſt concern, is certainly the duty, as 
well as happrmeſs of us all: for no man can overcome verily, 
the many temptations, the daily ones he every where meets 
with in it, nor can be truly, and effectually re/rgrons herr, 


.vnleſs that he ſtedfaſtly propoſes to himſelf one great de- 


ſign of life, and endeavours faithfully to fulfil the fame 
to the laſt, to his latter end; and hath an eve thereto, in all 
his undertakings, as a rational and dependent creature, 
ccountable to his Mater, his nerghbowr, and to himſelf”: 
but, if after he has put his hand to the plough, (which 
| may 


(09 3 


may be taken in a variety of ſenſes,) and entered upon 
re/1o19n, as we now chiefly are to underſtand it, and has 
begun his primal warfare; he will yet, however, look 
back again, (as Lo#'s ge,, unhappily did to her direſt miſ- 
ſortune,) uttering himſelf to do that, which he ſhall af- 
ter wards with undone; his reien will be as inconſtant as 
his refolutions, and his life will, at beſt, be no other than 
a continued circle of inning and repenting, repenting and 
[4ng; when his cnd ſhall be in nothing but uncertau. - 
ties and fears, 

\Wherefore, in one word as well as a thouſand, let every 
one of us, here preſcnt, who are earneſtly deſirous of be- 
coming fit, and worthy partakers of God's kingdom, conti- 
nue ſtedfaſt in the profeſſion of the rue faith of a chriſti- 
an, not wavering, nor doubting, but earneſtly contending 
for, and preſſing towards the mark of the prize of the 
high calling of God, in Chrift Jeſus, (both God and man,) 
who, tor us men, and for our /a/varron, came down from 
heaven, to redeem us, to purity us, to ſanctify us, and to 
ſave us, to give us the kingdom of heaven, and everlaſting 
life. | 

To whom, be all honour and glory, world without 
end. Amen. 
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Unicurque Viro. 


ISCITUR in Sacris, Chriſtum dixiſſe roganti 
Thom, quorſum iret? (Littera ſcripta manet, ) 
Sum via, ſum verax, ſum vitaque ſola virorum, 
ui me cunque petunt, qui mea verba tenent: 
Dixit — et addebat dictis ſimul, hæcce Philippo; 
uiſquis me vidit, vidit et iſte patrem. 
Hoc ſatis eſt, fateor; Chriſtus de Virgine natus, 
Non eſt ſolus homo; ſed Deus ipſe patet. 


Deleo abhinc omnes ex animo meo, UNT ARIOS 
= D. LI. 


uippe olim bene notus homo, mihi fudit in aurem — 
Si Chriſtum diſcis — ſatis eſt, ſi cœtera neſcis: 
Si Chriſtum neſcis — nihil eſt, fi cetera diſcis. 
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